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SAVED BY EMERGENCY FAHM “ARMY”

Connecticut’s multi-million-dollar tobaces crop
has been =aved in its entirety. And the 1947 leaf
eanks near the top of the vintages produced in that
vitally important (ohacco valley since the first tea
spoonful of seed took root

(

Hara ane is sending

HIGH SCHOOL BOYS kelped in harvet
A bagket c.l: wrapmesr loaf (-1 HL WAy te the Iir"’ir-g FhFl'h

Harvesting was done under conditions which
only a global war could create. The Japanese con-
guest of the Metherlands Fast Indies and the con-
sequent loss of Sumatra as a source of cigar wrap
per intenaified the impartance of Connecticut leaf.
not only in world markets. but on every fghting
front where LI 5. rigars are smoked,

Toabaceo, the army =zavs, is almost as impoctant
]

to men in the service as bullets. Tobacco, the gov-
ernment says, is an essential crop.

Months agn, the Connecticut growers appealed
for aid in solving the problems of farm and ware-
house labor shortage, Washington's answer was
to permit entrance of 3,000 negroes fram |amaicn
and other Caribhean islands for the sole purpose
of performing the agricultural tasks ence done hy
men and women now in the armed services or in
vital war industries,

The visitors from the Caribbean have been in
dustrious and conscientions, with their accustomed
siestas relinguished, evidently, for the duration
Important to the succesa of harvesting was a beam-
ing sun which enahled the new crew of harvesters

to attend to theit tasks under "home conditions.”

L

Sindenis Answoer Call for Welp
Even more significant, however. was the Con-
necticut Walley's own answer to the growers' plea
for help

Before school was dismissed for the summer. a
well organized and widely popularized campaign
was built around the slogan, "Keep the boys in
emokes” The valley's vouth responded readily to
appenls made at public mectings. on the radio, and

M thon

aand fences and walls, over o 1(0-mile arca which

theongh handeeds of receniting posters
crossed the . Massachusetts line, were decked ont
in calored posters attuned o the wis

mere than 1000 boyvs and girls ac
(1} they _L'n:'r1'r'-r|11|'-:| the

As o result
|:'|:|.-1|'|'.|'=:|||"':i the Following
delicate task of threading leaves on laths in the
drving sheds: (2) they earncd substantial wages,
1%;--\ contributed to the war effort by saving one of
a large part of which went into war honds: (3)

Tiu“ nation's maost irnpﬁﬂﬂr‘_r LOOps from n.if’lrl'lr'lgF‘

and waste

HNEGRO WORKERS from Jamalca enjoy fruit of their labers
They sided in taving Connscticut's important tobacca erep.

Albert H. Mewfield of Hartford, veteran tobaceo
leaf expert and secretary-treasurer of the Shade
Growers Agricultural Aszsociation, explains  that
the vintage distinction of the 1943 crop was due
to nearly perfect weather conditions hot days,
minimum of

Storms in

seVErg StOrms, o
insect and mild winds.

other seasons have caused heavy damage

frequent rains, no
interference

PacificCoast Review: Tobaccoo Crop Saved By Emergency Farm Army




Oetedrer, 1Y & PaciFIn
In the Connecticut Valley more than 1.000 of
the 3.000 visiting Jamaicans were employed. This
army of imported farm labor was housed in a
former COC camp. They constituted the field staff
removing the green leaves From seemingly endless
rows of plants. The leaves were placed in baskets
to be trucked to the sheds by reqular employees
of the companies. There the leaves attained their
characteristic hrown hue
Glamor Eniers Harvesi Seene
This vear colored lads from the south attended
to the |'|_F,\|1qin!_|- r;|f 1|'||;r tobacco, '|||11||'|1"\-x and =eniors
fram negro colleges made more money than they
could have in ather farm service, they admit.
But the mast striking alteration in the familiar,
ald-time scenes in this MNew Englond tohacen Tnmd
was doe o Connecticot’'s own hova and girls
Cilamm lisim taken its ;1|:Il'-" in the -‘:Ir'-'-l'l'r' (REILERLRL
tic tobaceo trade. Tundreeds of school girls stenng
the leaves in the sheds near Windsor, heart of the
shade-grown region. When they responded to the
plea for a victory erop brigade. they were ready
to put in Full time during six or seven intensive

’/@ﬂ%éw&wm)r

weeks when tobacco goes through its fiest process-
ing. Their task was a delicate one, that of sewing
the leaves to strips of wood, Broken leaves are

tabhon, and, as a result of careful §1Hﬂ(|]ir‘|::|. few

.

were found among the millions that passed through
the handz of these vouthful needleworkers.

The pretty mizzes from Hartlord and elzewhere
did quite well for themselves financially. They
earned, in Frequent cases, from $8 to $10 a day
under a piece-waork scale, and some gicls in their
middle teens brought home as much as $50 each
week.

Other girls employed in East Hartford aircraft
plants at night got extra pay and did another good
deed for Uncle Sam by devating afternoon hours
to handling tobacco leaves. Special arrangements
were made for transporting feminine workers from
and o ri':-.?'l:r |'|r11'|'|E"-1.

Ouilook for Nexi Year Is Good

William 5. Fuller. president of the Shade Grow
ers, has paid tribute to other emergency helpers,
As members of the Victory Farm Volunteers of
Conmecticut, more than a hundred high school and
preparatory school boys also participated in the
tobacco harvest. A few of them were already
veterans, because last wear, ton, they served a
hitch in the agricultucal army and earned “summer
money  from the tobacco harvest,

/PSS — )P

¢ Even more workers could have been used to
. hasten a comparatively late harvesting. but suffl-
“\,_ cient numbers were enlisted to protect the entire

crap

CoasT
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With the consent of the Farm Security Admini-2%
stration, some of the |i11T':-E'i'iL'i'l11F~ have volunteered
to remain for other war work in Connecticnt if
their services are needed, but they view a cold
winter with ||'[‘r:|1'g|_:'||||:-:|'| Joe Vincenl their leader,
wiiel thar the homesickness re
markably small during the tobaces harvest season,
althongh a few were sent lack tr the Carihbean

amounl of W

A oo oresult of the successiul ey periment with
the services af these West Incdian negroes and the
help of others from the Carolinas, CGeorgin, and
Alahama, together with the enthusiastic and skilled
efforts of the school girls and boys, the owtlook
fer 1944 is r\vg;n'r:lvrl with optimism
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TO HELP DEALERS rrplain ta sutomors why there iv a sharlage
of seme of the mars populsr brands of cigas, tha Cigar Institute
of America it currently releasing the above posier. W is preduced
im Tour colars, and painks cub that wherover Uncle Sam's fighting
men go cigart ga. faa,

"We have many letters from soldiers, whose
homes are here in the valley, saying how much
they value cigars, and they make it clear that they
want more of them,” reported Ralph C. Lashuary,
Jr.. induatrial relations committee chairman of the
growers group. He continued. "We know the
ways and means have been found by the guarter-
masters to send milliens of them overseas under
perfected transportation conditions. and we are
proud of this contribution toward keeping the men
happy.”
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